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Adopted as the most applicable and the fairest
remedy for the present ills of society.
It is difficult to associate a people in the work of
'government; but it is still more difficult to supply it
with experience, and to inspire it with the feelings
which it requires in order to govern well. I grant
that the caprices of democracy are perpetual ; its
instruments are rude ; its laws imperfect. But if it
were true that soon no just medium would exist
between the empire of democracy and the dominion
of a single arm, should we not rather incline toward
the former than submit voluntarily to the latter ?
And if complete equality be our fate, is it not better
to be levelled by free institutions than by despotic
power ?
Those who, after having read this book, should
imagine that my intention in writing it has been to
propose the laws and manners of the Anglo-Americans
^for the imitation of all democratic peoples, would
commit a very great mistake ; they must have paid
more attention to the form than to the substance of
my ideas. My aim has been to show, by the example
of America, that laws, and especially manners, may
exist which will allow a democratic people to remain
free. But I am very far from thinking that we ought
to follow the example of the American democracy,
and copy the means which it has employed to attain
its ends ; for I am well aware of the influence which
the nature of a country and its political precedents
exercise upon a constitution ; and I should regard it
as a great misfortune for mankind if liberty were to
exist over all the world under the same forms.
But I am of opinion that if we do not succeed in
gradually introducing democratic institutions into
France, and if we despair of imparting to the citizens
those ideas and sentiments which first prepare them